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A-Z LEGAL PHRASAL VERBS 

Absolve from: declare sb free from sth. 1. Having been absolved by the court from all 
responsibility in the death of the pedestrian, the man went to the nearest put and got drunk by 
way of celebration. 2. After a trial lasting for three weeks and ending in the conviction of all the 
accused, the jury were absolve from further service for the rest of their lives. 

Accuse of: say sb is guilty of sth. 1. Fred’s teacher accused him of cheating in the exam. 2. I’ve 
been accused of many things in my life, but never of cowardice. 

Acquit of: find sb not guilty of sth. 1. After a trial lasting several days the jury acquitted 
Stephens of the charge of murder. 2. The accused was acquitted of manslaughter but found 
guilty of dangerous driving.  

Appeal to/against: ask a higher body to reconsider a judgment. (to) Supreme Court; House of 
Lords; (against) verdict; sentence. 1. She was sentenced to three years’ imprisonment but 
intends to appeal against the judgment. 2. The union is now appealing against the 
sequestration of its assets. 

Appear for: represent sb in a court, at an inquiry etc. 1. Mr Peebles appeared for the defense in 
a case brought by the the Crown against two alleged terrorists. 2. Residents have invited a local 
solicitor to appear for them in the inquiry into the siting of a new airport near the village. 

Arbitrate between: seek an agreement which is acceptable to two contending persons etc. 1. 
An experienced industrial lawyer has been asked to arbitrate between the contending parties. 
2. There is no statutory body whose duty it is to arbitrate between there workers and their 
employees.  

Bail out: free sb until trial by paying a cash guarantee. An anonymous well-wisher bailed the 
prisoners out.  

Be in collusion (with): have made a secret agreement with sb, contrary to law, for some 
purpose. The solicitor warned his client that he would not obtain a divorce if he was found to 
be in collusion with his wife.  

Be on trial: be being tried in a court of law. Let me remind the accused that he is on trial for his 
life. 

Be out of order: not be allowed by a court of law as a proper statement; not be allowed by the 
rules of debate laid down for meetings. The judge ruled that the prosecution was out of order 
in introducing details of the accused’s private life. 

Be within one’s rights (to do sth): have legal or moral support for sth one wishes to do. You’re 
perfectly within your rights to demand a choice of schools for the child. 

Bring in a verdict: give, return, a verdict on an accused person. The jury brought in a verdict 
that Christine had died from falling of a cliff, but there was no evidence to show how she had 
come to fall of the cliff. 
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Bring to trial: try sb in a court of law. 1. I sent the bomb which killed the postman. If brought 
to trial I should plead insanity. 2. Before we can bring our man to trial, we must catch him in 
the act. 

Bring up: make somebody appear for trial. They were brought up for causing a disturbance 
and obstructing the police. 

Charge (with): allege that sb is guilty of sth. 1. The police charged him with driving a car while 
under the influence of alcohol. 2. The offence with which she is charged carries a heavy 
penalty. = accuse of  

Cheat out of: prevent sb from having sth by unfair or illegal means. The children were cheated 
out of their inheritance by a dishonest lawyer. 

Come on: be considered by a court. They have been waiting all morning for their case to come 
on. 

Come up: come to be considered by a court; appear in court. The paper announced the cases 
that were to come up at the assizes the following day. 

Condemn to: award to sb the punishment of sth. The two were found guilty of armed robbery, 
and condemned to four years’ imprisonment. 

Convict of: find or declare sb guilty or sth. 1. The woman was convicted of murdering her 
elderly father, despite her protests that she had ended his life out of kindness. 2. The offence of 
which he has convicted carries a stiff penalty. 

Decide against: deliver a verdict or judgment against sb. The Court decided against the Crown 
in the case of Regina.  = find against 

Decide for/in favour of: deliver a verdict or judgment in favour of sb. I doubt whether any 
court in the country would decide in his favour. 

Find against: find sb guilty in a court or law. We find against the defendant and order him to 
pay costs in the sum of $1000. = decide against 

Find for: reach a verdict in favour of sb. When the case went to Appeal, the judges found for 
the defendant. = decide for/in favour of 

Give grounds for: provide sb with evidence that can be used in court for obtaining a divorce; 
give sb a reason or pretext for believing sth. She wanted a divorce, but would he give her 
grounds for one?  

Go in somebody’s favour: be decided in sb’s favour. After many anxious days when things 
looked very black, the case finally went in my friend’s favour. 

Go to trial: be tried in a court of law; stand trial. I have my own plan. You can be sure that I 
shall never go to trial. 

Proceed against: take steps to bring sb to trial; prosecute. Before we go to the trouble and 
expense of proceeding against this man I must be satisfied that your charges are well founded. 
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Provide for: establish the legal basis or authority for the later actions or conduct of 
Government and individual. 1. The Bill provides for the eventual self-government of the 
territory. 2. A clause in the agreement provides for the arbitration of all disputes by an 
independent body. 3. Equal job opportunities for women are provided for in the party 
manifesto. 

Put to: suggest sth to a witness. 1. The counsel for the defense harries her: “I put it to you that 
you acted out of spite?”. 2. I put it to the witness , My Lord, that he was nowhere near York at 
the time. 

Remand in custody: order sb to be sent back to prison while further inquiries are made about 
him. The accused was remanded in custody for a further week to await the outcome of police 
investigations. 

Rule against: make an official or legally binding, decision that sth is not to be allowed. 1. The 
chairman ruled against admitting the press to the meeting. 2. He won’t be allowed to make his 
submission: the court has ruled against it. 

Sentence to: declare that sb is to have a certain punishment. 1. The judge sentenced him to 
ten years’ hard labour. 2. Those convicted of murder are no longer sentenced to death. 

Serve on: deliver a legal document to sb. 1. A summons was served on him to appear at the 
next Quarter Sessions. 2. They’ve served a writ on him. 

Set aside: cancel, annul, quash a decision. 1. The judge’s verdict was quashed and their prison 
sentences set aside. 2. There’s a clause which says the Minister can set aside the decision of 
the Pay Board. 

 Stand down: leave the witness box, ie after giving evidence. Unless you have any further 
questions for her, I think this witness may stand down. 

Sue for: make a legal claim against sb for injury to oneself, neglect of one’s interests etc. If you 
broke your legal as a result of their negligence, you could sue them for damages. 

Sum up: review, and comment upon, the main points of a legal case. In a packed silent court-
room the judge began to sum up. 

Take out against: issue a document calling upon sb to appear in court. The police have 
decided to take out a summons against the drivers of both cars involved in the accident. 

Take to court: begin legal proceedings against sb leading to a court action. 1. If you have 
agreed specifications with the builder which he fails to carry out, you can take him to court. 2. 
You can take me to court if you want to. There’s nothing in writing.  

Vest in: legally confer rights etc on a person or body. 1. In the United States, the power to 
declare was is vested in the Senate. 2. By the powers vested in me, I declare you duly elected. 

Weigh in with: use forceful arguments in a discussion. One man leapt to his feet and weighted 
in with a fierce denunciation of the party executive. 

  


